Nomenclature on proteases, proteinases, and peptidases.
INTRODUCTIONIn 1984, the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (IUBMB) recommended the use of the term peptidase for the subset of peptide bond hydrolases (Subclass EC3.4.). The widely used term protease is synonymous with the term peptidase. Proteases comprise two groups of enzymes: endoproteases and exoproteases. This article summarizes the characteristics of the main types of proteases.